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His mind went back to the Cripps offer, the post-
dated check drawn on the Bank of Freedom which
Britain wanted India to accept in return for full co-
operation in the war. Mr. Amery said, "Even in those
days when Sir Stafford Cripps worked indefatigably,
the Moslem League and the Congress made no attempt
to meet/' He paused and added, "You realize we must
get Indian help in this matter. I have declared half a
dozen times since then that the door is still opeu, but
very little effort has been made in India to arrive at
any substantial measure of agreement on what shape or
form the new constitution should take. Nor has there
been any response to the offer made three years ago,
either with regard to the ultimate situation or the in-
terim administration. The Cripps offer was in answer
to the charge made against us that we were trading on
Indian disagreement.
"The offer still stands in its full scope and integrity/'
he added, quoting his prime minister, Mr. Churchill.
All this made impressive listening at that time, as
statements of people in high office usually do. Their
precise, legal phraseology is impressive to the average
man and even to a correspondent. The hard fact was
that neither Mr. Amery nor the India Office had any
conception whatsoever of the changed mood and temper
of the country which they were administering from a
distance of ten thousand miles.
I then asked him about Lord Wavell's refusal to see
Gandhi. Lord Wavell had declined on the ground that
no new circumstances had arisen to justify such a meet-
ing. "What would you consider as sufficient to consti-
tute these new circumstances?" I asked Mr. Amery.
Mr. Amery was quick in his reply. He said, "There
must be some indication to co-operate with the war